R403.1.5 Slope. The top surface of footings shall be level.
The bottom surface of footings shall not have a slope exceed-
ing one unit vertical in 10 units horizontal { 10-percent slope).
Footings shall be stepped where it is necessary to change the
elevation of the top surface of the footings or where the slope
of the bottom surface of the footings will exceed one unit ver-
tical in ten units horizontal ( 10-percent slope).

4+ The code requires that the top surface of footings for
buildings be essentially level. However, a slope of 1
unit vertical in 10 units horizontal (10-percent slope) is
permitted for the botiom bearing surface. If the slope
is steeper, the foundation must be stepped. Commen-
tary Figure R403.1.5 schematically shows a stepped
foundation. Although the code places no restriction on
a stepped foundation, the figure shows a recom-
mended overlap of the top of the foundation wall
beyond the step in the foundation. It is larger than the
vertical step in the foundation wall at that point. Thig
recommendation is based on possible crack propaga-
tion at an angle of 45 degrees (0.79 rad).
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RECOMMENDATION FOR STEPPED WALL FOOTINGS




